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To Apxaiohoyiké Mouceio Xaviwv oteydletal oto kaBoNkd tng eve-
TKrG povrig tou Ayiou ®paykiokou and o 1963. H ékBeon xwpiCetal
katd mAdtog oe dUo evoTNTEG: OTO avatoAikd TUrjua extiBeval euprjuata
NG UoTepng VEONIBIKAG EMOXIG Kal TNG XAAKOKPATIAG (MIVWIKO! Xpdvol) Kal
oto SUTIKG, EUPHUATA TNG EMOXIG TOU 218rpou (I0TOPIKOT XPOVOT).

MPQTH ENOTHTA

Evtunwoidlouv ta mAiva ayyeia ané to vnof tng Faldou kar kupiwg ta xel-
porointa TG xaAkoiBikrig mepiddou (pubpdg Maptipwy, 3500 X)), Apéowg
napakdtw extiBevial euprjuata and ta onnAaia «MAatupdAacy ot 2koupa-
xAdda Kepapeidv kar MapehoUkou ota MNepiBdhia Kudwviag tng Uotepng veo-
NOIKrG (3500-2900 m.X.) éwg v uotepopivwikr emoxry (<1200 m.X.).

>1ov Moo Kaotéh Xaviwv tomoBeteital n pivwikr) Kudwvia. Or épeuveg
yia Tov evrommopd g éxouv dwoel TABog aviikelpévwy, and ta oroia &Ee-
XwPIiCel To apxeio Twv mvakidwy TG Meappikrig A kai B yoaprig.

To oppdyiopa KH 1563 amotehel éva and ta onpavukdtepa euprjuata g
HIVWIKAG dpXxalohoyiag, wg mpog To B€ua g mapdotacrG Tou.

>tnv uotepopivwikr Il mepiodo (1400-1100 m.X.) avarmixbnke otnv Kudw-
via onpavtikd Kepapikd epyactriplo mou epodiale TIG ayopE He eEAIPETIKAG
moIdTNTag MPoidvta, avimpoowreutikd Sefylata Twv oroiwv €Xouv evio-
motel éxi pévo oty nreipwtikr) EANGSa aM\d kar otnv Kimpo kai t Zap-
dnvia. O1 Adpvakeg tou Mouoeiou mpogpxovtal Kupiwg amd to YM IIIA/B
(1400-1200 m.X.) vexpotageio otoug Appévoug PeBluvng.

Ta mo eviunwolakd tagikd pvnueia otov voud eival ol TPEIG JEPoVWE-
vol Bolwtol tdpor oto MdAepe, Tov 2Tdho Kkar tn Pulakr), ol omoiol BEdn-
Kav OUANEVOI, EKTOG amd Tov Teheutaio Tou €dwoe wpaia ooTtéiva mAaki-
8ia kar kooprjuata.

AEYTEPH ENOTHTA

>1a A\ NG 2ng xiNigtiag .X. apxicel n emoxr} tou Zidrjpou. H yewpetol-
Kk} mepiodog (1000-700 m.X.) pag eival yvwotr) and TG avaokapeg Oe VEKPO-
tageia (MNeAexamiva Xaviwv, Modi Kudwviag, FaBahopolpl, BolBeg, Aotpl-
kag kar Kapouol Kiodpou) pe mABog miAivwy ayyeiwv kar oidepévia dmia
Kal kooprpata. Ané v apxaikr mepiodo (70g-60¢ al. .X.) onuavukétato
eival to tprjpa {wedpou Twv apXwv Tou 7ou al. X, and v méAn twv Xa-
Viwv. Znuavtikd eival ta pvnuefa kai ta euprjuata tg KAAoikrg Kal tng eMn-
VIOTIKFG TiEPIGdoU TTou €xouv €pBel oto Qwg amd tg moAelg Kudwvia, Amté-
pa, ®ardoapva kal MNoAupprvia. 2To pécov Tou ekBEcIaKoy XMPOU EVIUTTW-
01dCel n mPoBrikn He peydAo apiBud eidwivwv talpwy and to umaibplo igpd
wwv Tolokiavay, émou Aatpeudtav o [MNoceidwvag,. ISiaftepo evdiapépov ma-
poucidlouv ta yAurrtd and to AckAnmieio tng Aicoy, kabwg kai Sefypata
NG KopomAdoTikig amd v eMnviotikr Kudwvia.

Me v évapgn tng pwpaiokpatiag to 67 mX. dpxioe véa mepiodog dv-
Onong oe SAeG TG TMOAEIG TOU VOHOU, EVM OUYXPOVWG 16pUBNKav Kal VEEG
(Kioapog). Katd tov 20 kar tov 30 ai. u.X. avlel n €xvn tou Pneidwtol.
Ta Yneidwtd ddmeda tng €kBeong mpoépxovtarl and Ty MoAN Twv Xaviwv
(pwpaikr] Kudwvia), Spwg n méAn mou pag éxel dwoel ta meplocdtepa Ynel-
dwtd &dmeda pe dlovuoiakd Béuata eival n Kioapog.

Zexwplotr) Béon mAéov oto Mouoeio katéxouv dUo véeg TPOOKeS, N
TPWTN HE TV EVIUTIWOIAKY CUMOYH KENTIKOV Vopiopdtwy and 23 Siapo-
PETIKA VopIopaToKoTEld Kal N Seltepn pe avIMPOowneutikd Sefypata vo-
piopdtwy and dMeg eEMNVIKEG TTOAEIG, STwG kal amd v Mepiodo NG pw-
paiokpartiag.

2YAANOIH MHTXOTAKH

H mhouoia kai eviunwoiakr] ZulMovyr Kwvotavtivou, Mapikag kar Kupidkou
Mntootdkn Swpribnke oto Apxaiohoyiké Mouoeio Xaviwv to €tog 2000.
Ta exBépata anoterolv to I/3 g ZUMOoyrG Kal Ta MEPICOBTEPA EXOLV KPN-
KA MpoéAeuon). H mapouciacn akoAouBei xpovoloyikr ceipd (TéAn 4ng xi-
Netiag mX-30g ai. u.X.) pe ug €A Katnyopleg: HIVWIKY KEPAWIK, TINAo-
mAaotikr, ABotexvia, kooprjpata, oppayidoyAupia, petalotexvia kai varia
(moikida aviikeipeva amd Sidpopeg TePIOXES). Avdpeoa ota oAU evoiage-
povta ekbépata, Eexwpifouv: oudda PIVRIKOY o@eayidwy pe Tov povadikd
oppaylddhiBo mou eikovilel pivataupo (1350 11.X.), pivwikr) XAAKIVN opgaiw-
) @IdAn Tou [6ou al. mX. pe emypagr| otn Mpappik A yeaer, HIVOIKS XAA-
KIVO gyXxelpidio Pe Tepitexvn xpuor AaBr Twv apx@v NG 2ng xINetiag m.X.,
TPWTOHIVWIKS TIAIVO TITNVOHOPQO ayyeio Tng 3ng XINETiag X, MowToye-
WUETPIKOG TMAIVOG TITNVOPoP®@oG aokdg tou 10ou ai. X, mmAiva ocavido-
poppa Bolwtikd eiddAia Tou 7ou ai. X, xpuod diddnua pe kepaAr] Médou-
0ag tou lou-2ou ai. u.X. kar ol dYo uneppeyEBelg KonTikoi avdyAugor ol
«daidakikrigy» éxvng (7og ar. mX.).




he Archaeological Museum of Chania has been housed in the church
of the Venetian Monastery of St. Francis since 1963. The exhibition is
divided into two large sections: in the eastern section, finds from the Late
Neolithic and Bronze Age (Minoan period) are exhibited; in the western
section, antiquities from the Iron Age (the historical period) are on display.

SECTION ONE

Impressive is the group of pottery from the island of Gavdos, in particular
the handmade vases of the Chalcolithic period (Partira style, 3500 BC). In the
following cases, there are finds from “Platyvola” cave at Skourachlada (Kera-
mia) and Mameloukos cave at Perivolia, Kydonia which were in use from the
Late Neolithic (3500-2900 BC) to the Late Minoan period (-1200 BC).

Minoan Kydonia is located on the Kastelli Hill. The excavations intended
to identify the site have produced a large number of objects, amongst which
we may note the archive of Linear A and Linear B clay tablets.

The depiction on the seal KH 1563 is one of the most important finds of
Minoan archaeology.

An important pottery workshop was established in Kydonia in the Mi-
noan lll period (1400-1100 BC). The local workshop supplied markets with
its exceptionally high-quality products, which have been found not only in
mainland Greece but also in Cyprus and Sardinia. The larakes in the Mu-
seum come mainly from the LM llIA/B (1400-1200 BC) cemetery at Armeni,
Rethymnon.

The most impressive funerary monuments in the prefecture are three
tholos tombs located at Maleme, Stylos, and Phylaki. All tombs were looted
except the tomb at Phylaki that yielded fine bone plaques and jewelry.

SECTIONTWO

The Iron Age began at the end of the 2nd millennium BC. The Geomet-
ric period (1000-700 BC) is represented mainly by a wealth of clay vases,
and iron weapons and jewelry from cemeteries (Pelekapina [Chania], Modi
[Kydonia], Gavalomouri, Vouves, Astrika and Kavousi [Kissamos]). From the
Archaic period (7th-6th c. BC) very important is the part of a frieze of the
early 7th c. BC from the city of Chania. Also important are the monuments
and finds of the Classical and Hellenistic periods that have come to light
from the cities Kydonia, Aptera, Phalassarna and Polyrrhenia. In the center
of the exhibition area is a case containing a large number of bull figurines
from the open-air sanctuary of Tsiskiana, where Poseidon was worshipped.
Of special interest is the marble statuary from the Asclepeion of Lissos as
well as the coroplastic art from the Hellenistic Kydonia.

The Roman conquest in 67 BC left its mark on all the prefecture’s cities,
while at the same time new ones were founded (Kissamos). The mosaic
art flourished in the 2nd and 3rd c. AD. The mosaic floors in the exhibition
come from the city of Chania (Roman Kydonia), although Kissamos is the
city, which has yielded the most mosaic floors with a Dionysiac scene.

Two new cases occupy a special place in the Museum: the first with its im-
pressive collection of Cretan coins from 23 different mints and the second
with the representative examples of coins from other Greek cities and from
the period of Roman occupation.

MITSOTAKIS COLLECTION

The rich and spectacular “Konstantinos, Marika and Kyriakos Mitsotakis
Collection” was donated to the Archaeological Museum of Chania in 2000.
The objects on display comprise one-third of the Collection, the majority
of Cretan provenance. The presentation follows a chronological order (late
4th millennium BC-3rd c¢. AD) with the following categories arranged by
genre: Minoan pottery, clay sculpture, stone-working, jewelry, seal-stones,
metalwork, and varia (various objects from different regions). Among the
highly interesting exhibits we may single out the following: a group of Mi-
noan seals with the only seal-stone depicting the Minotaur (1350 BC); a 16th
c. BC bronze Minoan omphalos phiale with a Linear A inscription; a bronze
Minoan dagger with an elaborate gold handle from the early 2nd millennium
BGC; an Early Minoan clay bird-form vase from the 3rd millennium BC; a Pro-
togeometric clay bird-form askos from the 10th c. BG Boeotian terracotta
plank-shaped figurines from the 7th c. BC; a gold diadem with the head of
Medusa from the Ist-2nd c. AD, and two oversized Cretan relief pithoi of
the “Daedalic” style (7th c. BC).
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